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Alliance Launches New Website!

Thanks to the generous support of USAID’s Higher
Education Project (HEP), the Alliance has complete-
ly updated and revised its website. The new website
will soon contain many interactive features for its
Central Asian partners and volunteers. These inter-
active features include a private Alliance Chat page,
where Central Asian women can sign into a private,
password-protected chat room to practice English
and have a direct cultural exchange with an Alliance
volunteer.

The Alliance plans to launch the Alliance Chat by
the end of May, 2008. Alliance volunteers and part-
ners will also soon be able to sign into a password-
protected section called the Alliance Forum, where
guest experts will post lectures on topics related to
women’s rights in Central Asia and then lead an on-
line follow-up discussion relating to the lecture. Stay
tuned for more information about these and many
other new features! And please take a moment to
take a look at our new site: www.aiwr.org.
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Thank You to Our New Donors

Over the last six months, the Alliance has been able
to leap forward in its work with Afghan women due
to three generous grants from The Gratia Ainslie
Foundation, Washington Mutual Bank, and USAID’s
Higher Education Project (HEP). All three of these
grants have been in support of the Alliance’s Arm-
chair ESL Program for Afghan women.

With the help of the three grants, the Alliance has
been able to completely revise its website and to
triple its Armchair ESL Program from ten Afghan
students to over forty women and girls. The Alli-
ance hopes to continue to expand its Armchair ESL
Program so that it can continue to open the world
to more Afghan women and girls. We are deeply
grateful to the Gratia Ainsle Foundation, USAID/HEP,
and Washington Mutual Bank for their crucial sup-
port. Thank you!!

Introducing Our New Kazakh
Armchair ESL Program

In November of 2007, the Alliance launched its
Armchair ESL Program in Kazakhstan. The Alliance
is working in partnership with the Feminist League,
one of Kazakhstan’s oldest and most influential
women’s rights organizations, to offer Armchair ESL
classes to the Feminist League’s key staff members.

The pilot project is currently limited to four Kazakh
women, but given the great success of the pilot
project we hope to soon expand the project to
many more Kazakh women leaders and future
women leaders. For more information about the
Feminist League and our Kazakh Armchair ESL Pro-
gram, please see our website: www.aiwr.org.



Volunteer Spotlight - Anne Ford:
Connecting Rural Australia to
Remote Northern Afghanistan

Few Westerners have had the opportunity to inter-
act with Afghanistan’s remote northern Badakhshan
province. However, one woman from rural Austra-
lia spent over six months donating two evenings

a week of her time to volunteer in the Alliance’s
Armchair ESL Program to teach an Afghan woman
faculty member from Badakhshan University. Anne
Ford is an experienced ESL Teacher and a radiogra-
pher with an impressive international background
of living and working in many different countries,
including teaching English in Yemen, working with
a medical team in Dharamsala, India, working with
children in France, tending property in Scotland,
and traveling extensively throughout Asian, Euro-
pean, and Middle Eastern countries. Yet, by volun-
teering in our Armchair ESL Program from her own
home, Anne was accessing one of the most remote
regions of her travel career - Badakhshan,
Afghanistan.

Anne signs into Skype twice a week to meet with
her Afghan student in Badakhshan

Twice a week, Anne signed into Skype to meet with
an Afghan woman professor from Badakhshan Uni-
versity, to provide live, one-on-one English classes.
Anne worked with the same student since early Fall
of 2007 - thus providing a service that is not other-
wise available in Badakhshan - English classes with
a trained, native English speaking ESL teacher. We
would like to thank Anne for all her hard work and
dedication. Thank you!!!
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The city of Faisabad, in Badakhshan province,
where Badakhshan University is located

Alliance Founder Wins Phi Beta
Kappa Pathfinder Award

On May 1, 2008, the Alliance’s founder and Execu-
tive Director, Lisa Herb, was presented with the
Pathfinder Award by the Puget Sound Association of
Phi Betta Kappa. The award was presented to Lisa
for her work in providing long-distance educational
opportunities for women in Afghanistan and Central
Asia. Lisa accepted the award on behalf of all the
Alliance’s hard-working and dedicated volunteers
who make the Alliance’s programs possible. Lisa
also dedicated the award to the women and girls of
Afghanistan, who, despite years of extreme hard-
ship and conflict, continue to reach out to the world
for opportunities and education. It is their courage
and strength that inspires us to do what we do.
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